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What is digital scholarship? 

• ‘Allowing scientists to do faster, better 
or different research’ 

• ‘new forms of data- and information-
intensive, distributed, collaborative 
scholarship’  

• ‘Intersection of scholarly behaviour and 
technology’ 

Christine L. Borgman (2007) 
Scholarship in the digital age: information, 

infrastructures and the internet 
http://mitpress.mit.edu/books/scholarship-digital-age 



What is digital humanities? 

Kings College: ‘to study the possibilities of 
computing for arts and humanities 
scholarship and, in collaboration with local, 
national and international research partners 
across the disciplines, to design and build 
applications which implement these 
possibilities, in particular those which 
produce online research publications’ 

www.kcl.ac.uk/artshums/depts/ddh 



What is digital humanities? 

http://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/dh/2012/01/20/infographic-quantifying-digital-humanities/ 

UCL: ‘Digital Humanities 
research and teaching takes 
place at the intersection of 
digital technologies and 
humanities…’ 



What is digital humanities? 

GCDH: ‘Digital Humanities (DH) is an area of 
research, teaching, and development 
concerned with the intersection of 
computing and the various disciplines of the 
humanities…’ 

www.gcdh.de/en 



3 Spheres of Digital Humanities 

In-kind 

Cash 

• Digital Humanities: Individual 
subject, transcending traditional 
disciplines, focus on theory and 
methods 

 

• Digital <Subject>: Disciplines which 
were fundamentally changed 
through digital media and methods 
(e.g. Computer Linguistics, 
Archaeoinformatics, …) 
 

• <Subject> with DH: Disciplines 
which incorporate digital methods 
and tools and consider them a part 
of their traditional canon 
 

 
Thanks to: Patrick Sahle, Walter Scholger 



Digital Lexicography 

http://lecture2go.uni-hamburg.de/konferenzen/-/k/14017 
 

Toma Tasovac presenting: 
Interfacing Diachrony: Visualizing 
Linguistic Change on the Basis of 
Digital Editions of Serbian 18th-
Century Texts at DH 2012. 



Digital Archaeology 

www.dainst.org/en/ 

Viewing platform of the Domus Severiana on the Palatine in 
Rome as in its construction phase in Flavian time (about 80 
CE).  Visualisation of the visual axis of the Domus Severiana 
over the city of Rome – German Archaeological Institute  



Internet Research 

http://www.netlab.dk 



Digital Textual Scholarship 

www.textgrid.de/en 

A virtual research environment for 
researchers in the text-based 
humanities to create, analyse, edit, 
store and publish their research data 



Multimedia Research 

… a digital infrastructure to facilitate researchers’ access to the 
Danish radiophonic cultural heritage including appropriate tools 
and a bibliography 

LARM Audio Research Archive 

www.larm-archive.org/about-larm/ 



 What are research infrastructures? 
 

 



What is research infrastructure? 

Pan-European research and 
education network 
 



What is research infrastructure? 

www.eduroam.org 

secure, world-wide roaming 
access service developed for the 
international research and 
education community 

 



European Strategy Forum for Research 
Infrastructures (ESFRI) 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/infrastructures/index_en.cfm?pg=esfri 



The end of humanities? 

DARIAH-EU General Meeting, Vienna, November 2012 



Humanities and Social Sciences 
 Research Infrastructures 



DARIAH on the ESFRI Roadmap 



European Science Foundation Report 

http://www.esf.org/fileadmin/Public_documents/Publications/spb42_
RI_DigitalHumanities.pdf 



Controversies around the Digital Humanities 

www.cceh.uni-koeln.de/events/CologneDialogue 



The humanities infrastructure controversy 

www.cceh.uni-koeln.de/events/CologneDialogue/Controversy5 

Anderson & Blanke: ‘the future 
for humanities infrastructure is 
best framed around the idea of 
a humanities specific 
ecosystem’  

Van Zundert: ‘big 
institutionally based digital 
infrastructures are a dead end 
for information technology 
development and application 
in the humanities.’ 



 What is DARIAH? 
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What is DARIAH? 

DARIAH aims to enhance and support digitally-enabled 
research and teaching across the humanities and arts… 

…a connected network of tools, information, people 
and methodologies for investigating, exploring and 
supporting research across the digital arts and 
humanities… 

…for researchers, by researchers… 



Who is DARIAH for? 

Image source: http://www.utsa.edu/today/images/graphics/diversity2.jpg 

 A wide variety of research communities across the 
arts and humanities 



A quick history of DARIAH 

In-kind 

Cash 

• 2006: DARIAH included in the ESFRI 
Roadmap 

 

• 2008 – 2011: Preparatory Phase 
project, Preparing DARIAH 
 

• 2011 – 2013: ‘Transition Phase’, 
establishing the DARIAH-ERIC, 
integrating national activities 
 

• 2014+: DARIAH-ERIC   
 

http://www.dariah.eu/


Network of Members 

Founding Members 

Austria 

Croatia 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

2014 + 

Belgium 

Lithuania 

Portugal 

Serbia 

Switzerland 

Founding Members 

Ireland 

Italy 

Luxembourg 

Netherlands 

Slovenia 



Network of Contributions 



Network of Services 

Scholarly events 

Open access repository 

Academic blogging 



Network of Services 

Multilingual 
 training materials 

Scholarly Methods Ontology 

Summer Schools 



Network of Services 

Persistent Identification 

AAI Infrastructure 

Collaboration Tools 





Network of research communities 

Image source: http://relenet.com/images/social-network_illu_farbig.png 

Research projects within the humanities that have received 
national or European funding and whose work programme 

comprises of an important move towards using digital methods 

are a core stakeholder group for DARIAH activities 



Network of research communities 

Holocaust Researchers 

Medieval and  

Modern Historians 

Archaeologists Digital Textual  

Scholarship 

Digital Methods 



European Holocaust Research Infrastructure (EHRI) 

www.ehri-project.eu 

Supporting the Holocaust research community by 
opening up a portal that will give online access to 

dispersed sources relating to the Holocaust, and by 
encouraging collaborative research through the 

development of tools 



Collaborative European Digital Archive Infrastructure 
(CENDARI) www.cendari.eu 

is a research collaboration aimed at integrating 
digital archives and resources for research on 

medieval and modern European history. 



Advanced Research Infrastructure for Archaeological 
Dataset Networking in Europe (ARIADNE)  

www.ariadne-infrastructure.eu 

…aims to integrate the existing archaeological 
research data infrastructures so that researchers can 

use the various distributed datasets with new and 
powerful technologies, as an integral component of 

archaeological research methodology.  



Network for Digital Methods in the Arts and Humanities 
(NeDiMAH) 

www.nedimah.eu 

Themes: 
•Space and time 
•Visualisation 
•Linked data & ontologies 
•Digital Data 
•Large-scale text 
•Scholarly digital editions 



Digital Scholarly Editions Initial Training Network (DiXiT) 

http://dixit.uni-koeln.de/ 

… an international network offering 
coordinated training and research in 
digital scholarly editing… 



For researchers, by researchers… 

Digital Literary 
Studies 
 

Digital Medieval Studies 
 



Is there a role for libraries in humanities 

research infrastructures? 
 

 



Low engagement from libraries 

http://liber.library.uu.nl/index.php/lq/article/view/8028/8387 

Norbert Lossau:  
‘Research libraries’ 
engagement with RIs 
(research infrastructures) 
has been low’.  (p134) 



ca. 100 DARIAH Partner Institutions 

… 8% are libraries 



Increasing engagement from libraries 

www.libereurope.eu/committee/scholarly-research 
 

Research infrastructures present 
major opportunities for research 
libraries 



Understanding research practice 

Mixed methods approach 
•Questionnaire survey 
•Semi-structured interviews 
•Case studies 

•Leveraging cooperation with the Europeana Cloud project and 
NeDiMAH 
 



What do humanities researchers want? 

http://www.rin.ac.uk/humanities-case-studies 

1. Make it easy to use 
2. Make it easy to cite 
3. Put it in their workflow 
4. Provide clarity on objects and 

processes 
5. Build a community 
6. Provide research support 
7. Make the information easily 

reusable 
8. Offer ways to visualise 

collections 
9. Think about linked data 
10. Provide a critical mass of content 



What do humanities researchers want? 

http://www.sr.ithaka.org/sites/default/files/ 
reports/supporting-the-changing-research-practices-of-historians.pdf 

 



What do humanities researchers want? 

http://www.dcc.ac.uk/events/research-data-management-forum-
rdmf/rdmf10-research-data-management-arts-and-humanities 



What do humanities researchers want? 

http://www.dcc.ac.uk/events/research-data-management-forum-
rdmf/rdmf10-research-data-management-arts-and-humanities 



What do humanities researchers want? 

http://www.theatre-classique.fr 
 



How can we support the needs of 
humanities researchers? 

http://www.rluk.ac.uk/content/re-skilling-research 
 

 



Does the library have a role to play 
in the digital humanities? 

•Discovery and Dissemination 
•Managing Data 
•As ‘Embedded Librarians’ 
•Digitisation and Curation 
•Digital Preservation 

http://infteam.jiscinvolve.org/wp/2012/02/23/does-the-
library-have-a-role-to-play-in-the-digital-humanities/ 

 ‘a researcher-centric 
approach needs to be 
adopted’ 

Ben Showers: ‘exploring 
the evolving role of the 
library supporting 
researchers’ 



Does the library have a role to play 
in the digital humanities? 

http://miriamposner.com/blog/digital-humanities-and-the-library 



Supporting digital scholarship 

http://d-scholarship.pitt.edu/16084/ 

Karen Calhoun: 
‘advocating a fundamental 
rethinking of the research 
library service framework….’ 

Research libraries as ‘essential 
contributors to emergent, network-level 
scholarly research infrastructures.’ 



Opportunities for libraries 

www.libereurope.eu/committee/scholarly-research 
 

•Raise the profile of the research library 
•Regain close working relationships with researchers 
•New services, e.g. Linking publicatios and research data 
•Contributing knowledge in metadata, repositories, 
ontologies etc. 



360 degree research lifecycle 

http://blogs.bath.ac.uk/research360/about/ 



Libraries and Research Data 
Management 

www.libereurope.eu/news/ten-recommendations-
for-libraries-to-get-started-with-research-data-

management 



Libraries and Research Data 
Management 

http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/how-guides/how-develop-rdm-services 
 



Libraries and Research Data 
Management 

https://databank.ora.ox.ac.uk/about 



Linking publications and  
research data 

Enhanced publications: ‘an Enhanced Publication is a new 
form of communication in science, where researchers 
make publications available online in conjunction with 
other material’ 

www.narcis.nl 



Enhanced publication:  
a doctoral theses 

www.narcis.nl 



Enhanced publication:  
archaeological research 

www.narcis.nl 



Beyond Institutional Repositories 

http://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/docs/00/39/98/81/PDF/IJDLS_V1.5.pdf 

Danger of institutional repositories becoming digital cemeteries 
without good quality metadata… 



Publication repository for DARIAH 

http://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/ 

HAL: Human Sciences Repository 

DARIAH Collection 



Increasing visibility of 
humanities research 

http://repositories.webometrics.info/en/Europe 



Scholarly work and open access 

http://tags.hypotheses.org/18 
 

Scholarly blogging as a ‘first layer of scholarly publication’ …  
‘curated by librarians in a coherent way’ … ‘changing the roles of 
research libraries, so they can provide the necessary editorial 
support in such environments’  



DARIAH across Europe 

Publication platform for academic 
blogs, enabling researchers to 
provide real-time updates of 
developments in their own research 

http://hypotheses.org/ 



The inside out library …  
the library as an actor in research and 

learning environments of its users  

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/presentations/dempsey/insideout.pptx ‎ 



‘The success of the library is not when the librarians 
clap, but when the researchers do’  
 
      Norbert Lossau 
 
 

DARIAH-EU General Meeting, Copenhagen, September 2013 



 
Questions? 

 
DARIAH-EU Coordination Office 

dariah-info@dariah.eu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


